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Nonprofits, companies team up on coat giveaway
in Reading
Hyundai Motor America, National Council of La Raza lead effort.

WRITTEN BY ANTHONY OROZCO (/APPS/PBCS.DLL/PERSONALIA?ID=64)

READING, PA — 
With tears welling in her eyes, Maria Vazquez was more than thankful for the free coat she received.

"This is so beautiful," the 62-year-old Mohnton woman said. "There are so many people here who need help, and they are giving back to them."

She joined hundreds of others at the DoubleTree by Hilton hotel, 701 Penn St., for an event Tuesday that combined nonprofit work and corporate initiatives.

The event was part of a project between Hyundai Motor America and the country's largest Latino advocacy organization, the National Council of La Raza, or NCLR,
according to Hyundai Diversity Manager Peter Anderson.

"We bought the coats, but how do you go about giving 1,000 coats away?" said Anderson, who made the trip to Reading from the 2016 North American International Auto
Show in Detroit. "We needed someone to find an organization to help us and to vet the organization."

The Daniel H. Torres Hispanic Center in Reading is an affiliate of the NCLR and was chosen to receive the gift because of its work and commitment to the community,
said NCLR Director of Sponsorship Barlow Flores.

Hyundai also gave $2,500 to the Hispanic Center.

Jerry Seidel, owner of Savage Hyundai in Cumru Township, also attended the event and donated $1,000 to the center.

Seidel said he and the dealership have given to organizations in the past and that Tuesday was a great opportunity for him to help those in need.

The Hispanic center reached out to local churches, social services organizations and the Reading School District, said Michael Toledo, executive director of the center.

"The good people at Hyundai had 1,000 coats to give to the community," Toledo said. "We are thankful they chose the Hispanic center to give them out."

In morning and afternoon sessions, lines of hundreds of people stretched through the hotel's first floor as they filed through the conference room where volunteers handed
out the coats.

Vazquez said she is blessed to be a part of the center's senior center, Mami Angie's Casa De Amistad, where she was invited to the giveaway.

"It touches my heart," she said. "They (the center) were given something and they paid it forward."

 Tatiana Villanueva, left, of the National Council of La Raza helps Sue Urena of Sinking Spring decide on a coat at the DoubleTree by Hilton hotel Tuesday. Latino

advocacy group La Raza teamed up with Hyundai Motor America and local organizations to give out 1,000 coats via the Daniel H. Torres Hispanic Center.
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